
COUNTRY POSTAL SERVICE

Honors 31 ore Than Casli the Pay
of Oilicials.

Close Itolntionn of the Ilurnl
"With Their Kcllow Citl-rc- ni

An Inspector Scared Awny by
ji IUmI IlniidUerelilef An Olllcc Itun
on I'iinIuonk Principle.
Few ieople know just exactly where a

fourth claws postmaster grete his pay.
Ills patrons, more often than not, know
the least about the matter, and not many
other know that, humble as the fourth
class office Is. It servt the (treat est num-

ber of people In the United States. There
are over 70.000 of these offices, while there
are just 4,&W of the third, second, and first
class, or salaried offices. The lowest Sal-

ary paid those Is $1 080. and the highest
salary is $S. a year. The fourth class
officers must rustle for their own pay.
Sometimes that is as low as H a month.
and sometimes high as 160 a month.
that is, some offices send out lust that
amount of canceled letters each month,
but the fourth class postmaster is not al-

lowed to keep the $W a month; not at all.
He keeps just 816 3 as his own clear
cash, and ever' dollar over that he di-

vides t.p with Uncle Sam. riving him
out of every 1W cents, until his office gets
to the Importance of canceling over $33

a month, then he must hand over 60

cents out of the dollar instead of 40. Out

of what to left he pays his office rent,
his light and fuel bills and his clerk
hire when sick or absent. The depart-
ment furnishes nothing; not even the
lx, except what stamps, postal cards,
und other stamped paper lie needs.

Very few fourth class offices cancel
stamps to either the great or small
amount 1 have named. The majority of
them range from $S to 20 a month. When
an-- office averages about $10 a month,
then it becomes a money order office, and
while its revenue toward the postmaster's
pay is not perceptibly increased by this
addition, hie bond and responsibility are.
Some vears ago a fourth class postmas-
ter was allowed a percentage on all
stamps he sold above the cancellation, but
it was found that he hustled around and
offered inducements and a share of the
proceeds to those who would buy many
stamps from him, and the department
shut down on this. Now. if he sells $2

worth of stamps a day, but only cancels
on letters 10 cents' worth. 10 cents is all
he gets for that day's work. The remain-
der of the $2 at the end of the quarter
goes to the department.

The fourth class postmaster is brought
in closer relationship with his patrons
than the postmaster of a salaried office,
and trials and tribulations are about the
extent of his pay for this. He is expe.-te-

to be ready for a social chat with them;
to answer all questions; to write many
letters for those who cannot write or have
left spectacles at home; to advise them
as to the best papers or magazines for
which to subscribe, and so on and so on.
Besides this, he is to blame for all the
mail lost or delayed; there are always
one or more women who accuse him of
opening their letters; there is th pom-
pous citisen, who is very certain that he
is careless with his particular mail, and
the old fellow whose family take just one
paper, and that a monthly, but every day
tbe old fellow would ask if that 'dod-rott-

book of his'n had come yet?" and
though it never missed showing up at the
appointed time, and he took home every
copy of it. he would declare that it was
the beatenest thing to miss he ever seen.
and bed be blamed if he'd ever take it
again.

In the majority of these offices strict-
ness is the rule The fourth class post-
master is called to task for neglect of the
slightest duty, the same as though the
Government was paying him a good stl-ar- y

for his work. But in very small of-

fices 1 have heard of postmasters who
have it all their own way. The office is
too small for a new postmaster to be
easily found if the old oqe is turned out,
the patrons will not allow it to be discon-
tinued, and so the postal authorities turn
away nonplussed, and leave him t his
own devices. I heard of one postmaster
of this kind who shut up his office to at-
tend anything he felt was worth while
attending. He would go off a dozen miles
to a show, a prizefight, r the county fair,
and sometimes stay two or three days,
and there was no getting in his office
either to get your mail or deposit letters
until he came back. Another postmaster
of this kind, having just loaned a friend
all the postal funds, amounting to some
$2 or $3. an hour after saw a postoilice in-

spector making his way leisurely toward
the office. Knowing from past exper.ence
that the inspector would make just as big
a kick about that $3 as he would about
$1,000 being dut of pocket in the office, the
postmaster did some qmcK immune.

In a Jin"y he had barred the door and
handkerchief out ofrun a red tiandanna

a side window. When the Inspector
haughtily demanded that the door be
opened the postmaster asked him If he
didn't know what a red flag meant, and if
h didn't want to know he'd better not
stop too long to investigate. By this time
the little burg was in a panic over this
hint of smallpox, and without waiting to
add anvthing to the panic the Inspector
immediately made himself scarce in that
region.

Another case was where, time awl again,
the department had been made aware
of gross irregularities In the manage-
ment of one office away in the wilds some-
where. At last an inspector was ordered
out to look up the matter.

At the wayside station nearest this
postoffice the inspector learned that it
was kept by an old mountaineer named
Saunders, who owned everything in sight
around it, and on this account could
noM the office against ail applicants.
The inspector was forced to wend his way
afoot to the place. Its general wildness
caused a slight feeling of apprehension
in his mind, and he approached it with
some stealth, taking an inventory of it
from behind a tree. '1 he office was a
rough pine structure, in front of which
sat a man. as rough looking as the shan-
ty, tilted back In a splint bottomed chair.
placidly smoking a pipe. Presently he
laid his pipe down. and. pushing his hat
back from his eyes, peered over in some
boshes beyond the office, calling out as
he peered: "I see you, Jim Larkin; you
needn't come sneakin' aroun' here. I've
trie an' tole you thet you can't hev no
mail as long as you owe me for them ti-
ters you bought las' fall. Now, git:"

From behind the bushes, a shaggy head
now popped up, and a voice said, plead-
ingly; Saunders. J've heern there's now
two letters here fur me; thet one thet come
three months ago. an' one thet come
the tother day. I'd like to hev 'em; I'm
feered some of my folks is sick or they
wouldn't be so offen."

"Nary a letter do you git till them
taters Is settled fur!" The postmaster's
voice was decisive.

"I've got part of the money to pay you.
an' Mary said fur me to not dar' come
home without them letters ef I had to
vrallup you to get 'em." And now Larkin
advanced, holding out some silver, and
disclosing himself as something akin in
build and age to Saunders. The post-
master took the money, and going into
the house came out with one letter.

"There's half yer mail, Larkln." he
said; "now ef you want the tother half
you'll hev to do what Mary said fer you
to do. Come on."

The next moment, without any prelim-
inary skirmishing, at one another they
went. In less than two minutes Larkin
was completely knocked out.

"There! said the postmaster, brushing
the dust from off his check shirt and
overalls: "I need jlst a leetle sich exer-
cise ev'ry day to keep me in good health.
Tell Marv I feel ao good over wallupin'
you thet'ef she comes over herself, she
kin hev thet letter, an' I'll scratch the
rest of thet later money o"n the books."

The Inspector, feeling that In this case
discretion was the better part of valor,
turned tracks for home without inter-
viewing Saunders, and reported him at
Washington as: "Running his office on
strict business principles." The Indiana-pol- ls

News.

HAVING A Itl'X OX CIIAMmSKI-- I'S
COHOSH ItlSSlIBIlY.

"Our druggists have had audi a run on
Cuugfc Hemedy that they have had to

order mote, and toda then U none in the
town. I wneat fur a bottle this morning and
fke druggist amid: fAucbcrUin' rocs quicker
thaw ay other kind,' "ays II. Ooddard, Kdge-aoe- t.

6. D. There is eod reason for it popu-
larity. No tber remedy will loosen and re-

lieve a cold ao quickly. No other will prevent
& cold or an attack of the grip from remittal;
is pneumonia. Ko other is more pleasant or safe
to take. For aale by Henry Evans, wholesale
and retail, and all drugcists.

CUltED AT HOME by internal
Dull treatment, no knife, plaster or

pain. Hook and Testimonials Bulled HIKE CAN'-CE-

iV-Tl- TE. 121 Y 2d St.. 1. Y. oc7

MUSICAL NOTES.

Mr. Freeman is giving a great amount
of pleasure to a large number of peo-

ple with his public organ recitals at St.
John's Church every Saturday afternoon.
His programmes are interesting, some of
the selections quite unusual, and all are
most artistically rendered. In some of
the numbers Miss Anita Cluns accom-
panies the organ with the harp, and the
combination is very attractive. Mr. Free-
man has the assistance of some of the
best musicians in the city. Charles Rob-
erts, the basso of the choir, sang at the
first recital, and Master Harry Helwlg,
the soprano soloist, was heard March -
in Buck's song. "Fear Not Ye, O Israel."
At the recital yesterday Miss Gertrude
Damon, soprano, and Anton ICaspar, vio-

linist, were the soloists.

It is said that Rubinstein's lessons to
pupils generally varied from one-ha- lf to
one hour in length, but when Josef llof-man- n

came to him he often spent six
hours at the piano with the young Tole,
and it was with real delight often and
constantly expressed that he took the
boy as a pupil. He was accustomed to
speak of Josef as the only "child wonder"
who was anything but a puppet. In Ber-
lin, where the Hofmauns live, the fa-
mous pianist has one wall of his music
room almost covered by portraits and
mementos of his famous master. On the
last photograph ever taken of Rubinstein
he wrote some bars of his "Contra
Lanst" and the words, "You alone, my
dear Josef, of all whom I have heard
play this composition, render it as I in-

tended it " In the centre of the room
is Rubinstein's piano, which he presented
to Hofmann shortly before his death.

The "Motet Choir," of which Otto Tor-ne-y

Simon is director, is preparing very
actively for its first concert, which will
take place March 11 in the evening, at the
National Bines Hall. It promises to be a
rare musical trat; for to real music lov-

ers no early form of music is more fasci-
nating than the motet or the madrigal to
which the music of the choir is confined.
Palestrina, Bach. Arcadelt, are a few of
the names which will appear conspicu-ousl- v

on the programme. There will be
two soloists. Ir. llopkjnson, of Baltimore,
a very finished baritone, and Senor Villal-pand- o,

the 'cellist from the Mexican Con-
servatory.

Miss Katharine MeReynoIds. pianist,
and Fraulein Fanny Koehle, violinist, fur-

nished the music for the blind last "We-
dnesday afternoon, at the Congressional
Library. The recital was remarkably

the large study loom utlng crown-
ed , and a hundred or more people stood
through the performance in the hall out-
side. The strictest attention was paid to
the programme, which included solos and
duets for both instruments.

Miss Francesca ICaspar. the daughter
of Josef ICaspar. played Raff's "Lx

at the last meeting of the Friday
Morning Club. Miss Kaspar's chosen in-

strument is not the io!in, but the piano.
She has a pietty touch and is one of the
promising young musicians of the city.

It seems there are to be many anJ va-

ried musical entertainments at "the

Exposition in Buffalo. Organ
recitals by leading organists of the Uni-

ted States and other countries, and con-

certs, including vocal and Instrumental
music. In the Temple of Music, will be
prominent features. There will also be
dailv concerts from the bandstands of the
Plaza, Esplanade, and other i arts of the
vrminric Vol nil the arrangements for
these concerts have yet been made, but
among the bands already engaged are
Sonsa's, Fanciulli's. the Thirteenth Regi-

ment Band, of Hamilton. Ont.: th Elgin
Band, of Elgin, 111.; the Carlisle Indian
Band, the Cadet Band, of Salem, Mas?.;
the Chicago Marine Band, the Ithaca
Band, and the Boston Ladies' Military
Band, also the best bands of Buffalo, in-

cluding the Sixty-fift- h Regiment Band,
which saw service at Camp Alger during
the Spanish-America- n war. The United
States Marine Band is not to visit Buffalo
during the exposition.

Anton ICaspar. whose beautiful violin
playing is well known in this city, has
received a flattering offer to make a three
weeks tour with Miss Carrie Bridewell
as far south as New Orleans. Miss Bride-

well Is singing the contralto roles in the
French operas, with Mr. Grau's company
this season, at the Metropolitan Opera
House, in New York. She has a magnifi-
cent voice and created a sensation last
May, when she wa heard here in song
recital Mr. Kaspar teaches at the Forest
Glen Seminary and the National Cathe-
dral School, besides having many concert
engagements, and has not yet decided
Whetner lie can e ttiw:iii. i.inu v"v- - "--

for so long a time.
"

Rubinstein once remarked that tne
piano was a "beastly ftorriu instrument
on hearing the performance oi a young
lady in St. Petersburg. Shortly after
this Josef Hofmann played, and he said,
"But the piano, after all, is a beautiful
instrument."

Josef Hofmann tells many amusing
stories told him by Rubinstein of his life.
Once Rubinstein had an opera performed
for the first time. At the last rehearsal
he said to his orchestra that if the opera
was a success he would have them all sup
with him. On the critical evening, before
the opera was half finished, the master
had left the hall and went to bed. About
1 o'clock some one rang him up. It was
the bassoon player. Rubinstein asked
him what was the matter. He replied:
"You said if the opera were a success
you would ask us to sup with you. I
liked the opera very much."

The crowd which left the seats and
hung over the edge of the stage at the
end of Hofmann's first New York con-

cert showed plainly that he, like
Is to have the affection of au-

diences. There was a lingering after the
last encore, and an unusual demonstra-
tion in the room behind the stage.

They all seemed to "remember him
when he was a dear little boy." and
every woman wanted to tell him so, and
see if he remembered her. Some of them
had been children who had been taken
to hear him then and remembered him
almost as a playmate. There is nothing
of the poseur, nothing affected about the
healthy, simple-mannere- d young man
whose playing has such magic, but he
has a hold upon the feminine New York
which is far stronger than any senti--

ntality. He is like the sequel to a
story. They want to come and listen to
him. and look at him and say, "1 told
you he was a genius."

At least that is the way they behaved
on Tuesday. Every other woman there
appeared as proud as though one of her
own kin had turned out well. And in his
informal reception of these old friends he
seemed as happy to see them as they
were.

Hofmann will appear at the National
Theatre next Thursday afternoon. Tickets
for the concert are on sale at the music
store of E. F. Droop & Sons.

A number of Washington people expect
to visit Baltimore ,next Friday to attend
the violin recital to lie given by Miss
Maud Powell that evening at the Opera
House. Miss Powell lias had phenomenal
success abroad. She is recognized every-
where as the foremost American woman
violinist of today. After filling a number
of engagements In New York, where her
talents are in great demand, she will go
to London, where she is already booked
for several appearances.

At the 11 o'clock service this morning at
St. Matthew's Church Rossini's "Gratias"
wHl be sung during the offertory by Miss
Lackey and Messrs. Peters and Sheet. At
' o'clock vespers Charles Rabold, the Bal-
timore baritone, who sang so successfully
at the last concert given by the Wash-
ington Philharmonic Orchestra, will ren-
der an offertory solo,

The Doubleday Sunday Nighi Club met
last week at Mr. Ulke's residence. The
club made a study of Beethoven's "Second
Symphony" and one of the Hummel quar-
tettes. Tonight the cluo will meet again
at the same place.

Miss H. Theodora Wight was one of
the most successful soloists at the fash-
ionable entertainment given last Friday
evening at Rauscher's in aid of the
Women's Exchange. Miss Wight sang
some new and unusual darkey melodies
and was irresistibly amimlng. Hr ver-
satility was chflwn In the rendering of
Gounod s "Flower Song," from Faust
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Miss Wight hits a strong, d

contralto voice and her enunciation is de-

lightfully distinct

Miss Julia Lee Fox, the contralto soloist I

of St. Andrew's Church, will sing during
the offertory at this morning's service.
In the evening the Bishop of Washington
will visit the church to administer the rite
of confirmation and the choir will give the
"Inilammatus" by Rossini as an offertory
anthem.

Miss Lucia Nola will sing at the charity
entertainment to be given tonight at the
Columbia Theatre. Miss Clara Moran will
act as accompanist.

Miss Edith Morgan, organist, and Mel-

ville D. Hensey, tenor, will assist Mr.
Freeman at his next organ recital, which
will take place at 4:15 p. m. next Satur-
day at St. John's Church.

The Georgetown Orchestra had a full re-

hearsal last evening in preparation for
the next concert, which will take place in
the near future.

The third of the season's course of
Bischoff concerts will be given Tuesday
evening at the Congregational Church, at
Tenth and G Streuts. when the following
programme will be rendered:
March and Clwrus "Tannhquser" Wagner

Mr. Karr.
Aria "Linda di CtumoimK" Donizetti

Mrs. HiMhofT.
Aria "La Ciacomla" Poncliiclli

Miss Carpenter.
"Chanson Pnmncale" Del' Aqua

Mrs. Davis.
"Concerto" I) Minor Saint Sacns
Orchestral accompaniment (arranged for pipe

ongau), Mr. John Porter Lawrence.
Mis Hopkins.

"Casta Diva" "Xonna" Bellini
Mias Darling.

"Honor and Anns" "Samson" Handel
Mr. Lawsuit.

"My Heart at Thy Sweet Voice" Saint Saens
Miss Wade.

"Largo" Handel
Dr. ISisclioff.

"Si la SUnclicsza" "II Trovatore" Verdi
Miss Carpenter. Mr. Miller.

Tower Scene "II Trovatore" Verdi
Mrs. Hrottninc Sir. Miller.

Chorus.

Julien Walker, the baritone of New
York, will give a recital on March 11 at
Concordia Auditorium, under the aus-

pices of Potomac Lodge of Masons, No.
5. F. A. A. M. Mr. Walker has I een heard
several times in this city and is a great
favorite with local music lovers. His
beautitul voice and tine mttho.1 were
heard to great advantage when the "Mes-
siah" was given last December by the
f'horal Socittv. The following piogramme
will be .sung at the corning recital, at
which Mr. Frank Gcbest will be the ac-
companist:
"Who is SUvia" Schubert
"EiCd of Blue" Chaniinade
"The Angelus" Sullivan
"Th Fountains-Mingl- With the Iliver".. Gounod
Selections frofn "Maud" Tenmson

(A Song Cycle.)
"I Hate the Dreadful Hollow," "She Came to

the Village Church," "Oh, Let the Solid
Ground." "Birds in the High Hall Garden,"
"Go Not, Happy Dai," "Come Into the Gar-

den, Maud," "Oh, Tiiat 'Twere Possible,"
"Dead. l.om; Dead."

"Die Mainacht" Brahms
"Ich Hebe Dich" Grieg
"Traiim durch die Dannnenin?"..Hichard Strauss
"Tod und das Beadchen" Schubert
"L'nsoduld" Schuoert
"Whv iw Pale" I'ny
"Weep Ye no More" l'arry
"Mv Love a Bed Hose" Ilenscliel
"Folk Sonc" McDowell
"The Sea" McDowell
"The Joyful Widower" ettiir

Tickets for the Walker recital are on
sale at Sanders & Staymun's music store.

A MODEL KANSAS CITY.

As Near Perfection ns it Frontier
Town Cnn Well He.

(From the Xew York Sun.)

It has been for years a source of ex-

treme gratification a matter of continu-
ous that we have
been permitted to spend the greater part
of our life in a town that Is never coarse,
vulgar or slomlcky. In early days It was
not unfashionable to snuff the candle, at
bed time, with a revolver, but the revol-
ver was always silver-mounte- d, and It
was not considered Impolite for one to
ride Into a saloon and take one's drinks
on horseback, for when people were in a
big hurry, they didn't have time to dis-
mount and hitch between drinks. When
saloons were going, while other towns
had half a dozen, El Dorado had but one
or two. It has from the first alworbed
its stimulants, but it always did it quietly
and in moderation, and it always gets the
very best to be hud. If it is win it is
the native product or the purest of Bur-
gundy.

The town has always played poker, but
It does it on carpeted floors, with genuine
ivory chips, while the high art pictures on
the walls are sufficiently draped so as not
to offend the eye of the stranger, une
town was never a r.

Another commendable characteristic of
the place is that it is clean. It never neg-
lects to regularly wash and scrub itself
and change its lingerie or Its linen. While
it seeks first the kingdom of heaven, it
gets itself ready to be a successful seeker
by a vigorous application of soap and
water. Drummers say the town buys
more high-price- d soap than any other
place in the State. The town not only
dresses well, but it feeds artistically as
well as scientifically. In fact, it is a
place where truffles, caviar, tabasco,
Koquefort and chafing dishes are the reg-
ular thing.

No Gulf products are ever sold here;
black bass, shad, blueflsh. and blue points
from the North go readily. Yellowish,
reddish, stringy beef is never hung in the
butchers' stalls; spring pullets sans pedi-
gree remain uncalled for and the El Do-

rado skillet is never greasea when the
charcoal broiler can be substituted, ani
when it is greased It is with the home
product, tested. Inspected, and O. K.d by
the oldebt and most experienced Judges of
the art of sensible and polite feeding. In
church, club and society life the piety,
brilliancy and refinement on parade is
phenomenal.

Eliminate a few people a very few
people and a poeketbook full of bills
dropped anywhere on the street would be
returned to Its owner in an hour. Elimi-
nate a very few people and the banks
would need no time locks, public and pri-
vate buildings no locks or keys.

Eliminate a few people a precious few
and the LOmO remaining would not only

daily and hourly live up to a strict
of the golden rule, but would

at the same time acknowledge the fath-
erhood of God and the brotherhood of
man. And. peradventure, there be a few
remaining who cannot or will not live up
to the high ideals dally set by their
-citizens and will not be good, should
we be called bonce no sooner do we cross
the river Styx than we shall make it our
pleasurable duty to call the attention of
tlK saint at the gate with the- keys to the
unblessed town from whicn we so re-
luctantly took passage, dwelling enthu-
siastically and at length upon the fact
that it was born, nurtured, and matured
In a circumscribed millennium, where the
devil was never unchained or ever per-
mitted to roam around seeking whom he
might devour; where, in fact, he can
never put up a claim that he was ever
accorded even standing-roo-

Of course it is to ue a never-endin- g Joy
to be permitted to live In such a lovely
town. We have no ambition to go else-
where, no df sire for life In a big cltv. We
do. however, have an ever-prese- wish
that the town shall go to G.000 or 8,KW

that is. provided they are of the same
character and' standing of those who are
already here.

The PrctticHi Sewing: .Miiebiise.
(From .)

Dawson says the protticst sewing madiire he
cter WW was (.evontoon ears old. ith slmrt
sleeves, low -- neck dress, and gaiter IkjoIs.

Deafness Cannot Be Cured
by local applications, as they cannot reach
the diseased portion of the oar. There Is
only one way to cure deafness, and that 13

by constitutional reiuedles. Deafness is
caused by an iniiamed condition of the mu-
cous lining of the Eustachian Tube. When
this tube geta hifiamed you have a imn-blin- g

sound or irnperftct hearing, and when
It is entirely closed deafness is the result
and unless the Inflammation can be taken
out and this tubo restored to its normal
condition, hearing will bo deftroyed for-
ever; nine cases out of ten are caused by
catarrh, which Is nothing but an Inflamed
condition of the mucous surfaces.

We will give One Hundred Dollars for
any case of Deafness (caused by cnturrh)
that can not bo cured by Hall's Catarrh
Cure. Send for circulars, free.

F. J, CHENEY & CO., Toledo, Ohio.
Sold by Druggists. 76c.
Hall's Family Pills are tho best.

r
ANCIENT TOMS I0YIM

A Boston Resort "of Bibliophiles
Takiiijc a New Home.

Fniiioiix Men rtnvb' nrovr.Kcd About
lis Dusty Sliclvt'i Multitudes of
Volumes in Miiull Space Veritable
Paradise, of Lilcrnry I,min:ers.

u

In Bromfield Street is a little second-
hand bookshop, soon to disappear, that
is so dusty and quaint and worn in ap-

pearance that it looks as if it might have
been there 100 years. Its atmosphere Is

essentially bookisht but this is not to be
wondered at when one considers that in
this small space the dimensions are
l('xl:!x2i feet are stored over 75,000 vol-

umes.
Books of all kinds, costly or Inexpen-

sive, well preserved, or tattered and fad-
ed, are to bo found in this heterogeneous
collection. Bibles and little goody-good- y

memoirs and primers crowd atheistical
treatises; discarded schoolbooks and for-
gotten poems are heaped in dusty
mounds, while a long, low shelf is cover-
ed with the very real, ephemeral litter
of modern magazines. The books reach
the ceiling in such high, irregular piles
that, as one looks up, a giddiness seizes
him. What if all these
should topple, and tumble down upon one
and bury him in a heap of learning?

it is a friendly little shop; one may
run his fingers along the dusty shelves,
and pull down the books of his desire, or
he may even mount the stepladder to
survey the volumes above his head. Hos-
pitable signs guide him to poetry, and
prose, and wherever the wails give tack-hol- d,

engravings and fashion plates are
lastened up.

Outside of the door are small cases
holding the cheaper books. Here many
pai,sers-b- y pause. Who knows what fu-

ture geniuses havo come, like book-star'-e- d

Chatterton and Coleridge, to handle
and caress the volumes that they could
not hope to buy? There are, however,
bolder bookworms, without money in
their pockets, who calmly walk Inside to
browse over the quaint periodicals and
faded books, that they cannot afford to
purchase, yet long for with all their
hearts. Young driven "penny-a-liner-

also enter to glean from old sources, and
weave the forgotten thoughts of other
men and women into their daily potboil-ing- s.

But this shop has other and better
known visitors, for there is something
about old books as fascinating to men
who write as honey is to tiles. Dexter
Smith, Gelett Burgess, Oscar Fay Adams,
Edward Everett Hale, Arthur Alacy,
Thomas Wentworth lliinson, William
Channing, Frank B. Saiiuorn, and John
D. Long are some of the men who have
found this little book store pleasant.
There are also many others of lesser
present fame, but men and women who
re.'id and write and think, and so find
these second-han- d books congenial com-
panions.

The shopkeeper scorns to be ns popular
as tils wares. He is a man about thirty-si- x

years old, Scotch-Iris- h by birth, yet
entirely " a canny Scot," his friends de-
clare. But something softer than the
Scotch burr mingles in his speech, for his
accent is gentle, his voice persuasive.
Sometimes he sits at his Brownie-guarde- d

desk, again walks about to wait on stran-
gers, or to chat with friends.

The latter help, themselves. "It's a part
of their training in this place," he said,
with a smile. When he Is at leisure he
will talk interestingly of the people who
frequent his shop, and tell some of the

d "grinds" that have become
part and parcel tof his stock In trade.

One of them Is unusually good. It ap-
pears that Dexter Smith, the song writer,
reached fame when he was very young.
When "Put Ale In My Little Bed" was
written he was scarcely more than a boy.
Yet most people Imagine that it author
must either, be an old man or dead from
sheer age, and when this particular ce-
lebrity Is pointed out to them, they inva-
riably say: "Dexter Smith. Oh, yes, he
must be related to the author of the same
name who wrote that old song, "Put Me
In My Little Bed," and refuse to believe
that Mr. Smith ,wrote his own words.
This "grind," Andrew, as his friends call
him, tells with delight.

Andrew is a particular admirer of
Gelett Burgess, the author of "The Pur-
ple Cow" and the originator of the
clever Goon people. But it is Mr. Bur-
gess' "Ballad of the Effeminate" that
most forcibly appeals to him, and which
he most strongly praises. And thereby
hungs a tale'. One day one of his better
known customers came in, followed by
a man lit did not know. For a while
she discussed books, then suddenly said:
"Mr. , how would you like to meet
Gelett Burgess?" he replied,
"there is no one 1 would rather meet
than the author of 'The Man That Likes
It Snowing '' and was surprised to have
his wisii immediately gratified, for the
man who had overheard his own praises
so enthusiastically sung was Mr. Bur-
gess himself.

This dusty little shop was the beginning
of an original sort of club. About ten
men, some of whom write and all of
whom are fond of reading and discussion,
form d the habit of dropping In there to
chat and argue. Gradually they have ar-
ranged themselves Into a kind of ques-
tion class, or. ns Mr. Smith calls it. "A
General Worry Club." They play at this
literary game, ostensibly for the pur-
pose of diffusing knowledge, but, to an
outsider. It seems that thuy are trying to
become experts in the gentle art of un-
seating each other's reason, so many odd,

questions are asked.
"Who wrote 'The Culprit Fay' and

Name three English poets be-

tween Chaucer and Spenser." "What are
the Chiltorn Hundreds?" "How is the
word basin, used in the ecclesiastical
sense spelled?" "What was the first Eng-
lish Comedy, and who was its author?"
These are a few of the milder questions.
One man has a strong hold on classical
learning, another ia proud of his biblical
memorv. while a third member Is secure
in his knowledgo of English literature of
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
and trips hit opponents upon quotations
from obscure dramatists.

The dinglness and dustiness of this lit-

tle shop are the butts of
these literary loungers. Just at present
the books are being taken from Hoor and
shelves, and plied in towers of such gro-t-

que and irregular proportions, prepar-a- t
ry to moving, that a toucli sends them

sliding down.
"Come here!" said the song writer,

speaking in tones of hushed awe. "Look
and remember! Never in all my life be-

fore have I ever seen that corner clean
and clear."

One book lover pounced with avidity
upon a shelf, hitherto blocked from sight
by heaps of musty old nooks. "Ah!" h
cried, delightedly. "I have been waiting
years for tills clearing. It's like one of
those vast upheavals of nature, those in-

undations that lay bare the bones of the
niast'idon that havo been hidden in a cliff
for vears." Apd he proceeded to pull
about and collect: the figurative mastadon
bones he had waited for so long.

And so the Joking and fun go on.
the customers and the General

Worry Club wilj, follow the bookseller in
ids coining migration to other and larger
quarters, and it is ft' law of nature that
wherever books' a rp. there will dust and
cobwebs be also; but it Is a question
whether the newer and more commodious
store will give the effect of quaint,
cramped picturesquene.ss that the older
shop always did.-T- hje Boston Globe.

PLAYS BY BTJTND ACTOKS.

I'upilN of the I'erklns Institution
Exhibit, Their Abilities.
(From the Htiston TlHnnpt)

Two plavs were acted yesteiday in South
Boston by" companies of amateurs, one full
of rollicking fun. the other marked by dig-

nity and dramatic fervor. Roth theso per-

formances were given by boys and girls
who cannot see, pupils in the Perkins In-

stitution for the Blind
The first play was given by the girls at

11 o'clock before an audience that crowd-

ed the little hall to the doors. The play
was "Alice in Wonderland." and It was
not really a play, but a succession of
scenes from Lewis Carroll s beautiful
story of dreamland. In the first
Alice with her white stockings and sdiort
sleeves fell asleep in the garden, and In

the six following scenes she talked with
the caterpillar, wont to the Duchess' "at
home " sat through the mad tea party,
wandered through the queen's garden,
listened to the mock turtle story, saw the
lobter quadrille, and was present at the
trial of the knave of hearts. The gryphon,
tho hatter, the March bare the dormouse,
tlm ChoRhire cat. the white rabbit, ana

tile Important cards In the pack
costumed with greatwere on the stage,

' t
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effectiveness. This play was arranged and
the costumes were made in the school.

In the afternoon at Z came the sec-
ond play. "Dido, an Epic Tragedy," ar-
ranged from the Aeneid. The tragedy
was done without one touch of burlesque,
with a seriousness and expression that
showed a true appreciation of the ancient
poem. Though each step and movement
had to be planned and measured by the
teachers, the boys went through intricate
movements without a hitch. C. II. Ama-
dou as Aeneas and Herbert Strout as Dido
were particularly effective. In the course
of the play Venus, Cupid, Juno, and Mer-
cury apioared, as well as several of the
mortal characters In Virgil's finmortal
poem.

The Perkins Institution orchestra play-
ed between the acts and Holmes' "Ode for
Washington s Hirthday" was read by
Thomas Stringer, a boy born deaf and
blind. Though he has learned to articu-
late, he read with his lingers, and the
teacher translated to tho audience.

RELICS OF OLD L0ND02T.

Interesting: AntiiniitloM Uciicnth the
City'ft Surface.

(From the London Morning Leader.)
It la not often that one hears of an in-

dividual rejoicing in the guneral upheaval
of London thoroughfares (when electric
light mains are being laid, and so on),
but there are a few such men ever on the
lookout for an opportunity of adding some
"antiquity" to their already large collec-
tion. For a few pence given to workmen
who have no passion for antiquity, these
enthusiasts can often procure some spe-
cimens of archaeological interest in daily
use, perhaps, when the city was occupied
by the Romans.

About seventeen feet below the present
level of the pavement by the bastion (the
last now existing of .London wall), in
Cripplegate Church yard, there has re-
cently been discovered a drain or passage
varying from four feet to six feet in
height, with chambers or recesses at in-

tervals of about twelve feet. It is con-
structed of seventeenth century red bricks
and built In Roman cement. The drain
follows the line of old London wall to the
extent of about 200 feet in the direction
of Cripplegate, and turns slightly to the
south round the bastion. The end of the
tunnel is blocked up and broken this
happened probably when the houses above
were being reconstructed. The ancient
ditch on the outside of the wall was lilled
in from Bishopsgate to Moorgate in 1633,

and ten years later was continued to
Cripplegate. It was. In all probability, at
this later date 1C48 that the drain was
made, as a means of escape, some au-
thorities say, for fugitives in the troub-
lous Jacobean times.

The excavations in connection with the
building operations in Finsbury

Circus, Moorgate Street, and London wall
disclose a very interesting site. The pres-
ent Finsbury Circus and Finsbury Square,
further north, are the only remaining por-
tions of tho ancient moor or fen, which
in times extended from the base of
the city wall northward as far as Isling-
ton. This was known In later days as
Moor Field, a name now limited to a
single street, and formed the great play-
ground of tho Londoners. Fitzstephen,
who describes London In the thirteenth
century, speaks of the citizens' fondness
for skating, and all the facilities afforded
by the Moor for this and other outdoor
sports.

His account is borne out by discoveries
made both in the present excavations and
on many previous occasions. Among tho
antiquities which havo come to light are
specimens of bone skates, made from the
leg bone of the horse, with holes drilled
at either end for fastening the skates to
the feet. These are in many cases worn
quite smooth from their contact with tho
ice. Other bonus havo been found which
were used as sleigh or sledge runners.
Moor Fields were also famous as the prac-
tice ground for the Finsbury archers, and
many of the butts or shooting marks had
fanciful names, such as heart's ease, etc.
It was here, doubtless, that the London
contingent of the celebrated English bow-
men attained their excellence of aim
which rendered them so formidable in tho
French wars under the Black Prince, and
later at Agincourt with King Henry V.
The bows and arrows were of too fragile
a nature to survive through the centur-
ies, but a fine lance head of bronze is
included among the' recent discoveries on
this site
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CONSTANT AND THE QUEEN.

Ail Artlst'x Recollections of Honored
Sitting;.

(From the London Telegraph.)

Paris. M. Benjamin Constant, whose
portraits of Queen Victoria and of Queen
Alexandra have beon so much admired,
gives to the "Figaro" a charming article,
in which he relates his impressions of his
visits to Windsor Castle and to Marlbor-
ough House. It was in March, 1899, that
he had the honor of being presented to
Queen Victoria, to whom he had brought,
then barely sketched, the picture which
was afterward on view at the exhibition.

As he approached the royal borough ha
had been struck by the majestic appear-
ance of the palace, and by the beauty of
the landscape, which reminded him of
some of Turner's and Corot's works.
Then, having reached the castle a little
before the appointed hour, he strolled
about the galleries, taking delight in a
glimpse at the chefs d'oeuvre of Rem-
brandt, Vandyke, Reynolds, and Law-
rence. The deep silence which prevailed
impressed him greatly.

After this interval of waiting, the ap-

proach of Queen Victoria was announced.
Then I saw a little lady in black, with

rosy complexion, silver hair and light Hue
eyes, enter the room, leaning with one
hand on a stick and with the other on the
arm of a young Indian, a big Asiatic, of
tall stature and olive tine, whose head was
bound round with a turban of pink muslin.
The Princess of Wales and Princess Beat-
rice followed the Queen. I was much
moved. I explained as best I could my
plan for the adjuncts, with the throne of
the House of Lords gradually disappear-
ing in gilded obscurity in a RembranJt-esqu- e

chiaroscuro. And I then proceeded
to take advantage of the Queen's pres-
ence to retouch the sketch of the head
which had been painted and to accentu-
ate the features.

Only, in spite of all the pleasure which
my work gave her, and of the compliments
which she addressed to me. Her Majesty
remained hypnotized, as it were, by the
ribbon of the Order of the Garter, which
she considered too green, and, as it is blue,
this little detail concerned her a little. 1

hastened to explain that the evening sun-
shine, which was of the color of gold, pro-
duced this tinge on the ribbon. But the
Queen, after listening kindly, answered
with a smile, "All the same, it seems to
me It Is not blue enough." I had, of
course, to yield, and soon afterward the
aged sovereign, again taking her stiek
and the arm of the young Indian, returned
to her apartments, followed by the two
royal princesses.

Later on M. Benjamin Constant saw
Quoen Victoria at a garden party at Buck-

ingham Palace, and was much struck by
the brilliant scene.

It was at this garden party that the
then Princess of Wales asked M. Benja-

min Constant to paint her portrait. He
undertook the task with some misgiving,
as he feared that he might not do justice
to her.

Rather tall and slight and of elegant ap-

pearance, no princess ever found in her
royal cradle more beauty, more grace and
charm. And youth has remained in that
sweet face with its noble lines, its eyes
of pure and deep blue, with an almost
shy. though observant look, in which
nothing but the expression of generous
kindness is to be seen. When I arrived
at Marlborough House for my sittings Her
Royal Highness, must I say it. was some-

times late, but as soon as I heard her com-

ing I thought no more of the waiting.
When Her Royal Highness expressed re-

gret at this I did my best to suggest some
excuse for this delay. And all this she said
with such simplicity, courtesy, and mod-
esty, and In such perfect French, that I

could not help thinking. "Our Queens of
France must have5poken like this."

The princess was an excellent
She thus gave me the most valuaLle as- -
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FOKISIG79' MAII.5.
"WASHINGTON D. a. rOSTOFFICE NOTICE
Should be reaoTdalljr, a changes may Mtur at

any time.
FOHKIGN MAILS arc forwarded to the jrU oi

raiUinff- dally, ami the schedule of etesincs in ar-

ranged on the presumption oi their ttfllMtemi,
overland transit. For the week ending Mar h

IS, 1001. the last connecting clota will tva maJe
from thw office as follows:

Trnno-Atlnnt- le MnllK.
TUESDAY (b) At 7:15 p. is. tor BUROPB, ier

s. 8. St. Louis, from New York, rfci Southampton.
(c) At 11:06 p. m. for BUROPB. per s. a.

Germanic, from New York, via Qucwiitow.
(c) At 11:03 p. m. for BELGIUM direct. pc s.

s. Westernlond, from New York. Mail must be
directed 'Ter s. s. Weternfcmd."

WKDNBSI)AY-(- c) At 0:15 p. re. for PRAXCB.
SWITZERLAND. ITALY. Sl'AlN'. I'ORTUGAL,
TURKEY. EGYPT. GRKKCE, BRITISH 1NDLV.
ami LORENZO MARQUEZ, per . s. U CIM-pagn- e.

from New York, via Havre. Maik Mr
other parts of EUROPE nwst be directed "Per s.
s. La Champ (tne-- "

FRIDAY (c) At 11:05. p. ra. tor NNTIlStt-LAND- S

direct, per s. s. Staatendani, fr9 Nw
Yotk. Mail mut be directed "Per s. s. Staan-dam- ."

(c) At 11:05 p. m. for ITALY, per . s. K. M.
Theresia, from New York, via Naples. Mail awt
be directed "Per a. s. K. M. Thereafa."

(c) At 1106 p. nv for EUROPE. pr 3. a.
Urobria. from New York, via (jueenjtown.

(c) At 11:06 p. m. for SCOTLAND direct, per
s. s. Afttoria, from New York. Mail mwt b di-

rected "Per a. n. Astoria."
SIuilH for South mid Central Amer-

ica, AVeit Indie, Etc.
SUNDAY h) At 11:05 p. ra. for BARBADOS

and NORTHERN BRAZIL, per s. i CfcmetaaBe,
Irots New York.

MONI)AY-- (e) At 10:30 a. m. for NAS6AU. N.
P., per steamer from Miami. la.

(c) At 11:06 ra. for CENTRAL AMERirv
(except Coata Rica), and SOUTH PACIFIC
PORTS, per s. s. City of Washington, iron New
York, via Colon. Mail for GUATEMALA nut
be directed "Per s. s. City of Waahiaaroo."

(c) At 11:05 n. m. foe YUCATAN, per s. lI Mercator. from New York, via Progress. Mad
; mint be directed "Per a. 9. Mercator."

(c) At 11:05 p. ra. for ST. THOMAS, ST.
CROIX. LEEWARD ami WINDW4RD ISLANDS,
ami DEMERARA, per s. s. Roraima, from NVw
York.

TUESDAY (k) At 12:00 m. for JAMAICA, per
a. s. Admiral Dewey, from Boaton.

fc) At 11.06 p. m. for IN.U'GUA ami HAITI,
per s. s. Belvernon. from New York.

(c) At 11:06 p. m. for CAMPECHB. CHIAPAS.
TABASCO, and YUCATAN, per s. a. Orfawba, (Mm
New York, via Pnwreso. Mail tor other parte of
MEXICO most be directed "Per s. s. OrtaiW'

WEDNESDAY (0 At (0 At 10: a. m. far
NASSAU, N. P.. per steamer from Miami. Fta.

(c) At 11:03 p. m. for JAMAICA, per 3. .
Admiral Sampson, from Philadelphia.

(c) At 9:15 p. m. for BERMUDA, per a. ft.

Pretoria, from Xew York.
(c) At 11 :05 p. m. for NASSAU, N. P., and

PROVINCE OF SANTIAGO, CUBA, per s. a.
Santiago, from New York.

THURSDAY (c) At 11:06 p. m. for BRAZIL,
per s. 8. Beilagio. from Xew York, via Pnra-buc- o

and Santos. Mail for NORTHERN BRAZIL.
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. URUGUAY, ami PARA-

GUAY must be directed "Per s. . Beliagto.
(c) At 11:06 m. for MEXICO, per a. 9. Sen-

eca, from New York, via TampicQ. Mall mmt be
directed "Per s. s. Seneca."

FRIDAY (c) At 11:05 p. m. for VENEZUELA
and CURACAO, per s. a. Maracaibo. from New
Y'ork. Mail for SAVANILLA ami CARTHA-GEN- A

must be directed "Per s. s. Maracaibo."
(c) At 11:05 p. ra. for PORTO KICO, per

s. Ponce, from New York, via San Joan.
(c) At 11.06 p. m. for FORTUNE ISLAND.

SAVANILLA. CARTHAGKNA. and
GUEYTOWN. per s. s. AHexnarqr. from New Yr"i.
Mail for COSTA RICA mast be directed 'Per s.
s. Alleshany."

SATURDAY it) At 10:30 a. m. for NASSAU,
X. P. per steamer from Miami. Fla.

Mails for NEWFOUNDLAND, by rail to North
Sydney, and thence via steamer, clcee here daily,
except Sunday at 12:00 m., ami on Sundays only
at 11:30 a. m. (d) (h)

Mails for MIQUELON. by rail to Boston, and
I thence via steamer, close here daily at 3 15

P- - ()
CUBA MAILS close here via Port Taaapa, Fla..

Wednesdays. Fridays, and Sunday, at taO p. ra.,
and via Miami, Fla., Tuesdays and Saturdays at
10:30 a. m. (0

Mails for MEXICO overland, unless specially ad--i

dressed for despatch by steamers sailit; from
Xew York, dose here daily at 10:30 a. n. and
10:00 p. m. k)
' Mails for BELIZE. PUERTO CORTBZv and GUA-

TEMALA, by rail to New Orleans and thence via
steamer, clous here daily at 10:00 p. m., the

closes for which being Mondays,
Mails for COSTA RICA, by rail to Xw Or-

leans and thence via steamer, close here daily at
10:00 p. m.. the connecting closes for wafer be--

irs Tuesdays.
1 Trans.Paclfic Mall.
I Mails for CHINA. JAPAN. HAWAII, and PHRY-- 1

IPPINE ISLANDS, via San Francisco, close here
daily at 7:00 p. m. up to March 10, incluaive, far
despatch per s. s. America Mam. (o)

i Mails for HAWAII, via San Francisco, dose here
daily at 7:00 p. in., up to March 11, for despatch
per s. s. Mariposa, (o)

Mails for CHINA. JAPAN. HAWAII, ami PHIL-

IPPINE ISLANDS. via San Francisco, dose here
dailv at 7:1") p. m., up to March 13 inclusive, fer
despatch per s. s. City of Pekimr. (o)

Mails for CHINA and JAPAN, via Vancouver,
close here daily at 7:00 p. m., p to March M),

inclusive, for despatch per s. s. Empreea o" Inma.
Registered mail must be directed "Via Vaneou- -

Mails for AUSTRALIA (except "West Australia,
which is forwarded via Europe). XEW ZEALAND.
FIJI, SAMOA, and HAWAII, via Saa Prandsco.
close here daily at 7:00 p. m. up to March S3, in-

clusive, for despatch per s. s. Sonomo. (o)
Mails for AUSTRALIA (except West Australia,

which coes via Europe, and New Zealand, which
noes via San Francisco), ami FIJI ISLANDS, via
Vancouver, close here daily at 7:C0 p. m.. after
March 23, and up to March 30, inclusive, for
despatch per s. s. Miowera. (o)

Mails for TAHITI ami MARQUESAS ISLANDS,
via San Francisco, close here daily at 7:00 p. m.,
up to April 10 inclusive, for despatch per 3. a.

Australia, (o)
Mails for COCHIN CHINA are forwarded to

New York for connection with European steara- -

"PHILIPPINE ISLANDS (MiHtary Mall), --

spatched to San Frandsco at all doses tor Uwt
otnee, to connect with Government transports, tbs
sailings of which are irregular.

(b) Registered mails close at 1:00 p. m. same
ilav.

(c) Registered mails close at 3:00 p. m. sama

dar.
(d) Registered mails close at 3:00 a. m. same

tV.
(e) mails dose at 1:00 p. m. pre-

vious Satnrdar.
(0 Registered mai"3 close at 1:00 p. m. pre-

vious dav.
(h) Registered mails dose at 12:00 p. m. pre-

vious day.
(k) Registered mails close at StflO p. m. pre-

vious day.
(o) Registered mails clce at :) p. pre-

vious day. JOHN A. MERR1TT, Postmaster.

sistance and she granted me the neces-

sary sittings in tho most gracious man-

ner. Miss Kn-dly- s. "nor first
who is remarkably clever and was

almost always present at the sittings,
chatted a little with the model and the
painter, and the time passed quickly,
even too quickly, while the princess
small Japanese doe; snored on the cush-

ions of an arm chair. I see again la my

mind's eve the Improvised studio at
MarlborouRh House. A few water colors
on the walls, some books, the simplicity
of a school room.
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